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Second Sunday Concert is presented by the Houston Folklore and Music Society, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to the promotion of singer-songwriters working in the folk music tradi-
tions.    Tickets are $20 per person - sold at the door.  Children under 12 are free (must be ac-
companied by an adult). STUDENTS GET IN FREE WITH STUDENT ID! Concerts are held at 
St Andrew’s Presbyterian.  Visit our website, www.houstonfolkmusic.org or contact Jim Gill at 
jim@saHouston.com for more information.  

Secon d Sunday Con cer ts 
No concerts from June — August 

September 2025 Jack Motley and Butch Morgan song swap 

October 2025 Sara Beth Go and Nathan K song swap 

HFMS Song Circle 

Tuesday, June 3, 2025 
July 1, 2025 

August 5, 2025 

(First Tuesday)  7:00 PM 

Midtown Bar & Grill 

Upstairs 

Monthly Pickin’ Party 

June 15, July 20, August 17  
3rd Sunday every month! 
June Artist—Iris DeMent 

Gary’s Place 

518 Fair Oaks Dr. 
Stafford, TX 

2:00 pm snack* and socialize 

3:00 pm pick-n-play 

*bring anything you like! 

http://www.houstonfolkmusic.org
mailto:jim@saHouston.com
mailto:jim@saHouston.com
https://www.facebook.com/jack.motley.14/
https://www.claudebutchmorgan.com/
https://www.sarabethgo.com/
https://nathankmusic.com/
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/SongCircles_PickingParties
https://midtownbandg.com/
https://www.paypal.com/ncp/payment/7BHLYXHSPUYHW


The Sound of Silence                                                        
by Andy Longo 

 

There is a great deal of  music that many of  us have enjoyed which consists of  bright 
rhythms and melodies to which we may tap our feet.  Some of  these will remain in our 
memories and play out again and again without notice. This may be true of  a host of  
traditional tunes, Irish jigs and reels, etc.  But there is another side to musical enjoyment.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is the space between the notes that may give the listener time to process the sentiment 
expressed in the composition. This concept can be demonstrated by this brief  recording 
of  Debussy’s “Claire de lune”. Click on the image to get to the YouTube recording. 
  
 

“Music is the space between the notes”  

… Claude Debussy.   

“The music is not in the notes, but in the 
silence between them.” … Mozart.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MwIthoZPfFQ


 Paul Cooper’s Featured Song 
  

 

 

The Rat Was Me 
 
I got a bit of inspiration for this song from my friend Joe Crookston’s song about the drunk 
rooster in the mash pile.  When I did this song for a roomful of psychologists, I told them 
that I was sure they could find all manner of symbolism and clues about the author’s psy-
chological makeup in this song.  But beware:  Sometimes a rat is just a rat. You can hear 
this song on the HFMS Audio Archive page at: https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/
AudioArchives. 

Rat In My Kitchen 
- By Paul Cooper 

Chorus 
Am E       Am  A7  Dm  A7   Dm 
Rat in my kitchen, how do I know? – 
Am                                          E7                         Am 
Pantry  door is open, and the whiskey’s gettin’ low. 
 
Dm                                       G           C 
Lock my house up tight, I let nobody in  
Am                                       E7                        Am 
‘Fore I go to bed get up and check the locks again. 
Dm                                              G                  C 
Get up in the morning, make my coffee in the pot 
Am                                         E7                     Am 
Bottle on the counter it looks down by quite a lot. 
 
Chorus 
Am E       Am  A7  Dm  A7   Dm 
Rat in my kitchen, how do I know? – 
Am                                          E7                         Am 
Pantry  door is open, and the whiskey’s gettin’ low. 
 
         F                                    G                       C 
What can be the story here – something goin’ on – 
Am                                                 E7                      Am 
Somethin’ in my kitchen went and drank that bottle down. 
Dm                                        G                        C 
Cockroaches, mouse traces, I’ll have none of that 
E7                                                           Am 
I’ll bet fifty dollars it’s a whiskey drinkin’ rat. 
 
Dm                                                 G                        C 
So I rummaged in my tool shed to see what I could find  
     Am                                            C               E 
To liquidate that rat and leave this episode behind.  
Dm                               G                        C 
Lyin' in a corner underneath some rusty scrap  
        E7                                                                           Am 
The answer to my problem – it’s a good old-fashioned trap. 
(continued next page) 

https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives
https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/AudioArchives


 Dm                                           G                        C 
Found a piece of cheese in the fridge that I had missed. 
Am                                                    E7                 Am   A7  
It was old and hard and nasty, like a rat cannot resist 
  Dm                                       G                            C 
I pulled back the spring and I cocked that sucker tight. 
Am                                          E7                  Am 
Put it on the floor where it was sittin’ in plain sight. 
F                       G                   C                E7 
Wandered off to bed with my expectation high 
               Am           E       Am                    E7                        Am                                                                                    
I’ll catch something in the night when that springing trap lets fly. 
 
 
Am E       Am  A7  Dm  A7   Dm 
Rat in my kitchen, how do I know? – 
Am                                          E7                        Am 
Pantry door is open, and the whiskey’s gettin’ low. 
. 
 
F                                        G                   C 
I dreamed I was sitting in a beautiful saloon. 
                 E7                                                                            Am 
Where the drinks were free and  lovely people chatting in the room.   
  F                                   G                      C                        
I dreamed I was walking out the door to go 
             E7                                                         Am   A7 
When a pain like a red-hot iron exploded in my toe. 
 
 
 
Dm                                         G                        C 
I opened up my eyes – I was walkin’ with them shut 
            Am                                                     E7                         Am 
Looked down and found the big old trap was clamped upon my foot. 
Dm                                G                  C 
Woke up in the kitchen, walkin’ in my sleep. 
      E7                                                              Am 
My toe was broke, the rat was me, I fell into a heap. 
 
  Am E       Am  A7  Dm  A7   Dm 
Rat in my kitchen, how do I know? – 
Am                                          E7                         Am 
Pantry door is open, and the whiskey’s gettin’ low. 



LOCAL FOLKIN’! 
Community Folk Music Calendars, Venues and Other Concert Resources  

in and around the Houston Metro Area— Images are Live Links! 

 Search by genre or your favorite band 
 Create your own schedule/calendar 
 Get email updates 

LIVE MUSIC VENUES 

GET YOUR JAM ON! 

4th Tuesdays 
7:00—8:30 PM 

Luka BBQ Steak House 
Tuesdays 7:00—9:00 

Wednesdays 12:30 pm  
& Monthly Jams 

Monthly Saturday Jam 

TWINKLE YOUR TOES! 

Mondays & Tuesdays 
Scottish Country Dance 

Register Here! 
European Dance Guild 

2nd & 4th Thursdays, 6—8 pm 

FOR THE KIDS! 

Events 

Kingwood 

https://undiscoveredmusic.net/
https://www.bandsintown.com/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://andersonfair.net/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/
https://continentalclub.com/houston
https://memorial.cowboysurferbar.com/houston-memorial-cowboy-surfer-events
https://www.doseydoetickets.com/barn
https://www.facebook.com/emmitsplace/events/?id=100063482773770&sk=events
https://www.fulshearhouseconcerts.org/rsvp
https://www.thearmadillopalace.com/live-music/
https://www.haakwines.com/calendar
https://www.doseydoetickets.com/bbq_shows
https://hbg.org/visit/concertseries/
https://johnsonstudiotexas.com/HouseConcerts.html
https://www.kojakshouston.com/events#section-177877
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://www.millbend.org/upcoming.htm
https://www.facebook.com/modcoffeehouse
https://www.mcgonigels.com/
https://www.reverbnation.com/venue/redbricktavern
https://lastconcert.com/calendar/
https://oldquarteracousticcafe.com/
https://whiteoakmusichall.com/
http://singings.texasfasola.org/monthly/houston.html
https://www.houstonsongwriters.net/
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbid0LKvskua8eGQScAtnw8Jrr1kFAP411FQgGycyuecUQz3X2bejSMXaT2Fx7Ffm22rel&id=100063532091852
https://www.houstonstorytellers.org/events/
https://bayareabluegrass.org/page/
https://www.facebook.com/BluegrassRising
https://www.houkulele.com/
https://nhcds.org/wp-nhcds/events/category/full-event-calendar/
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://hatds.org/schedules#HATDS
https://houstonrscds.org/classes/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://ansteorra.org/stargate/activities/guilds/
https://www.yahouston.org/public-performances
https://kingwood.cowboysurferbar.com/kingwood-cowboy-surfer-kingwood-events


LOCAL EVENTS 

 

 

UPCOMING TEXAS EVENTS 

https://houston.eater.com/maps/houston-best-farmers-markets
https://hcgfest.org/home
https://www.sherwoodforestsummercamp.com/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/sun-day-fun-day-showdown-tickets-1371730997339?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/houston-reggae-fest-summer-block-party-tickets-1364226220349?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/baytown-zydeco-festival-tickets-1059187641749?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/el-paso-tejano-music-festival-tickets-1324282648049?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/panama-and-world-rhythms-folklore-festival-tickets-1341465291799?aff=ebdssbdestsearch
https://www.stubhub.com/willie-nelson-tickets/performer/564?=&PCID=PS-123&MetroRegionID=&psc=&ps=&ps_p=0&ps_c=21075624205&ps_ag=174077982407&ps_tg=kwd-10801591&ps_ad=731762217980&ps_adp=&ps_fi=&ps_li=&ps_lp=9027670&ps_n=g&ps_d=c&ps_ex=210401679804&pscpag=&
https://www.facebook.com/events/521447534174515/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%5d%7D


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND MUSICAL 
EVENTS AROUND THE US  

Asheville, NC 
June 29—July 5, 2025 

Folk Arts Center of New England 
International Sessions at  
Pinewoods Camp 

Stoneham, MA 
June 19— 26, 2025 

Princeton, NJ 
July 17—20, 2025 

Woody Guthrie FolkFest 

July 9—12, 2025 

Okemah, OK 

Mendocino, CA 

Olivebridge, NY 

Lowell, MA 
July 25-27, 2025 

Preble, NY 
August 3, 2025 

Tres Pinos, CA 
August 7-10, 2025 

Plymouth, MA 
Macon County, NC 

Staunton, VA 
Guerneville, CA 

https://swangathering.com/
https://acadiatradfestival.org/
https://pennmaririshfestival.com/
https://facone.org/pinewoods/pinewoods.html
https://facone.org/pinewoods/pinewoods.html
https://facone.org/pinewoods/pinewoods.html
https://somersetharpfest.com/
https://www.woodyfest.com/
https://woodstockfolkfestival.org/
https://newportfolk.org/
https://www.pugetsoundguitarworkshop.org/camps
https://www.larkcamp.org/
https://ashokancenter.org/events/
https://sffolkfest.org/
https://petalumamusicfestival.org/
https://montanafolkfestival.com/
Calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r/week?autorel=1
https://summergrass.net/
https://folkfest.org/about/
https://www.santafetradfest.org/festival
https://www.experiencecortland.com/destination/bill-knowltons-bluegrass-ramble-picnic
https://www.minnesotabluegrass.org/mn-bluegrass-festival
https://ncbs.info/events/gof/
https://www.southbuffaloirishfestival.org/
https://bluegrass.com/folks/
https://camp.cdss.org/camp-weeks/early-music-week-at-pinewoods/
https://www.franklinfolkfestival.com/
https://cotatifest.com/
https://oakgrovefestival.com/
https://www.grandtarghee.com/bluegrass


UPCOMING & UPDATED FOLKLORE AND MUSICAL 
EVENTS AROUND THE WORLD  

July 27—August 2, 2025 

Aug 8-16 2025 

Glasgow, Scotland 

August 12—17, 2025 
Montoire, France 

XVI Summer Folklore Festival 
August 15-18, 2025 

Prague, Czech Republic 

Aug 1-3, 2025 

Want to do your own search for international 

music festivals? Try: 

https://musicfestivalwizard.com 

https://www.beardyfolkfestival.co.uk/
https://www.belfasttraditionalmusic.com/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/maverick-festival-2025/
https://shrewsburyfolkfestival.co.uk/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/kelburn-garden-party-2025/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/folk-by-the-oak-2025/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/belladrum-tartan-heart-festival-2025/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/moseley-folk-arts-festival-2025/
https://pipinglive.co.uk/pages/the-festival
https://www.festival-montoire.com/en
https://bluediamondevents.net/summer-folklore-festival-prague/?fbclid=IwAR3wwzyPYC6_HBB3-Y6M_DkJGREzpeozOWViRwHds3wyE7MP0Rlv4sZUZK0
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=1291442962987030&set=a.504520051679329
https://www.belfastukefest.co.uk/
https://hullfolkmaritime.org/
https://www.musicfestivalwizard.com/festivals/found-festival-2025/
https://musicfestivalwizard.com


JUST FOLKIN’ AROUND 
Virtual resources for learnin’, partakin’, or just listenin’! 

https://www.portlandfolkmusic.org/content.aspx?page_id=0&club_id=748368
https://truefire.com/channels/bluegrass-academy/h3015
https://www.banjopodcast.com/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/there-is-a-season-the-pete-seeger-podcast/id1716193623
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=MGQzY2thZXZxcjQ1dGVscWl0dWxiYTZpcmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ&pli=1
https://substack.com/@johnlomaxiii
https://greenwichvillagefolkfestival.org/
https://www.virginiafolklife.org/sights-sounds/
https://libguides.rice.edu/houstonfolkmusic
https://thefreight.org/education/
https://janseides.com/shows
https://pmffest.org/monthly-chantey-sing/
https://www.sffmc.org/community-folk-calendar/
https://daleadamson.online/events-calendar/
https://maritime.org/chantey-sing/
https://learntoplaythefiddle.co.uk/courses/
https://www.fsgw.org/concerts
https://rscds.org/get-involved/global-dance-listings
https://www.buzzsprout.com/2040172
https://www.facebook.com/groups/345630819944098
https://www.folk.org/chorus
https://www.google.com/maps/d/viewer?fbclid=IwAR185ZRhfbfbcZZbCh97Q6_VKngGfEB3sYo_uHVDZGDMxrnlOUF4YkT6OCE&mid=1y1J--fHvfiWmAIvmECIXSEcfYMzkygQe&ll=-3.81666561775622e-14%2C-97.2217660852051&z=1


JOIN US, INVITE YOUR FRIENDS 
OR BUY THEM A GIFT MEMBERSHIP! 

Started in June 1951, Houston Folklore and Music Society (HFMS) is a non-profit, 
membership organization dedicated to the preservation of folk music (from the German 
word Volksmusik meaning “people's music”), and promotion of singer-songwriters working 
in the folk music traditions. In 1980, HFMS started hosting concerts and 100% of concert 
proceeds have gone to the artists! We are a 100% volunteer organization presenting: 
traditional folk 𝅘𝅥𝅯𝅘𝅥𝅯 bluegrass ♪ country music 🎝🎝 old time 🎜🎜 blues 𝆕𝆕 acoustic jazz 𝅘𝅥𝅯𝅘𝅥𝅯 other 
Americana/Roots music ♪ European and Celtic folk 🎝🎝 Mexican and South American, and 
the list goes on... You never know who will turn up at a Second Sunday Concert! 

Members receive our monthly digital newsletter, The Cotton Patch Rag (with extensive local 
resources and worldwide events) and the satisfaction of supporting and promoting live 
music in the greater Houston area. Dues are $20 (one email address) individual 
membership, and $35 (two email addresses) joint membership. 

Join us online at Online Memberships. Or if your preference is snail mail,🐌🐌this form 
can be printed and mailed with a check payable to Houston Folklore and Music 
Society, P O Box 16013, Sugar Land, TX 77496. 

 
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

 

 New Membership 

Is this a new address? 

NAME(s): 

STREET 

 
Yes 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE (wk) 

E-MAIL (1): 

E-MAIL (2): 
 

Enclosed is 
 
 

For information contact:

 
 

Thank you! 

Second Sunday Concerts: Jim Gill or 832-453-4455 
Newsletter Editor: Luanne Novak 
Membership Management: Karon Mueller 
Social Media: Jen Grove 
Website Management: TBD houfolkmusic@gmail.com 
Newsletter Contributors: Andy Longo and Paul Cooper  
General Organization Info, Our Prez: Pam Kalinec 

Renewal Re-Joining 

No Today’s Date: 

$20 Annual Dues $35 Annual Dues 

https://www.houstonfolkmusic.org/Concerts
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwyodzH2F2PSO9A8hyIbZmoyIBeJFlI3oevfSnLBZ9blak6w/viewform?embedded=true
mailto:jim@sahouston.com
mailto:lulutenzo@gmail.com
mailto:karon.mueller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:littlegrover@icloud.com
mailto:houfolkmusic@gmail.com
mailto:zenflyer@gmail.com
mailto:pcooperowls0@gmail.com
mailto:pamkalinec@sbcglobal.net
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